[Comparison of roentgenological, macroscopic and histological degree of degeneration in varus gonarthrosis].
In 20 cases of varus gonarthrosis the degree of severity of osteoarthrosis was assessed preoperatively, intraoperatively and postoperatively for the medial and lateral compartments, respectively. The preoperative assessment was carried out on the basis of x-ray taken in an anterior-posterior and lateral view, whereas the intraoperative assessment was based on the recognizable macroscopic alteration of the femur and tibia. Following implantation of a total knee prosthesis, the resected osteocartilogical samples were assessed from a histological point of view. In the case of varus gonarthrosis there is a distinct difference in the degree of degeneration in the medial and lateral compartments. This difference becomes less noticeable if the assessment is carried out intraoperatively. The histological analysis shows that there are certainly differences between the compartments from a quantitative point of view but a late stage of osteoarthrosis was discernible both medially and laterally. From a histological point of view the radiological concept of the so-called "unicompartmental varus gonarthrosis" cannot be supported. In both compartments the osteoarthrotic process is more uniform than is to be expected.